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Pantry Breaks Ground on New Home
The day we have been waiting for finally arrived. For three years we have been planning,
designing and fundraising to make 55 N. Park a new home for our clients. On May 12th, we
took another step towards that goal with our groundbreaking ceremony. The day was sunny
and beautiful and we were able to share our excitement with 68 invited guests.

After a blessing, eight people, representing the Board, staff, our member churches, the Glen
Ellyn community and our builder, shoveled some soil to symbolically start the construction
process. From left to right in the photo below (on the left):
Thomas Rizzo, Project Manager, Green Light Construction Group
Mark Senak, President, Village of Glen Ellyn
Melody Eastman, Pastor, Grace Lutheran Church
Paula Nugent, Board of Directors President, Glen Ellyn Food Pantry
Laura Glaza, Executive Director, Glen Ellyn Food Pantry
Joe Yucha, Associate Pastor, Faith Lutheran Church
Shelly Satran, Senior Pastor, Faith Lutheran Church
Joseph T. Drew, President, Green Light Construction Group

Thank you to everyone who supported this critical community project. We can’t wait to
complete construction so we can show you our new home.

Thank you for your ongoing support!

Paula Nugent
President, Board of Directors

Celebrating One-Year Exodus World
Service Partnership Helping Refugees
When our friends at First Presbyterian Church in Glen Ellyn
approached the Pantry a year ago with an opportunity to help
provide groceries for refugee families, the Pantry jumped at the
chance. Refugees primarily from Afghanistan, Burma, Congo,
Eritrea, Iraq, Sudan and Syria have relocated to Glen Ellyn and
Wheaton, IL, and are clients of Exodus World Service. The
partnership launched on May 14, 2020 with 80 families when refugee needs in DuPage
County due to the pandemic exceeded Exodus’ budget. The food provided by the Pantry not
only helped Exodus conserve its financial resources, but provided refugee families with
culturally-appropriate groceries, freeing up their finances for other necessities such as rent,
doctors’ visits, transportation and day-care. Today, more than 150 families are provided
groceries once a month. Read more about the partnership.

Giving DuPage Days A Huge Success
The Pantry participated in a competition with more than 100 area nonprofits to raise funds
through Giving DuPage Days from April 26-30. In addition to our efforts, 18 of the Pantry’s
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board members and volunteers reached out to their network of family and friends to request
donations. Through those efforts, $23,165 was donated by 227 individuals, including a
$3,500 match from the team at Keller Williams Premiere Properties, which put the Pantry in
fifth place in the overall competition. Thanks to all who contributed to our success!

Upcoming Food Drives
Please check out our latest food needs list - the list is updated every
week on the Pantry website homepage and our Facebook page. We are
still looking for fresh produce, but please only bring those donations
directly to the Pantry during normal business hours. 

We are grateful to our partners hosting food drives for us this month. 
Thursday, May 27 from 9:30am - 3:30pm hosted by Glen Ellyn
Park District at Ackerman, 800 St. Charles Rd., Glen Ellyn
Friday, June 4 from 9am - 12pm at the Glen Ellyn Food Pantry,
493 Forest Ave, Glen Ellyn *Produce welcome. Hosted by the Lion’s Club.

You can drop off fresh produce and shelf-stable goods at the Pantry (493 Forest Ave., Glen
Ellyn) Monday through Friday between 9am - 1pm.
 
For information on hosting your own food drive, please visit the Pantry's website.

Birthday Food Drives
For the second year in a row, Maeve of Glen Ellyn, celebrated her birthday by collecting food
donations for the Pantry. Even as a fourth-grader, Maeve is aware that families in her own
community are experiencing hunger. And she has a sense of humor, too. When she and her
mom, Amy, dropped of the carload of food, she gave us a good laugh with this joke:
“When potatoes have babies, what are they called?” “TATER TOTS!”

Thank you Maeve and to everyone in her neighborhood who contributed.

Partnering with Our Local Libraries
The Glen Ellyn Public Library’s Walk-In Ministry is providing 50 $10 gift cards for the Pantry
to give to clients to use at the Library Café. The Library has also offered the Pantry the
opportunity to offer a program for children on Tuesday, June 8 from 10:30-11:15 a.m. A
reading of the book – “Lulu and the Hunger Monster” – will be followed by a discussion
about hunger. Reservations are still available for this free event - sign up.

Through the Addison Public Library, the Pantry is providing food for 30 teens in their teen
program which are delivered to homes by volunteers. And the Pantry will offer a similar
book reading of “LuLu and the Hunger Monster” on June 29.

Thank You to Our Supporters
The Pantry team continues to be amazed at the creativity and dedication of our many
supporters. We thank all of our supporters on our Facebook page, but here are just a few
recent examples:

The Catholics in Action team had 12 participants in the 2021 Crop Walk on May 2,
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that ended at the parking lot of Faith Lutheran Church where the Pantry’s new home
will be located, with proceeds coming to the Pantry.
We are so appreciative for our recent events: Thank you to the Bomb Moms for
hosting the shopping fundraiser at Enchantments April 29. The Gnome Colony
shopping event May 6 was also a great success! Patrick Brophy did an excellent job
hosting our recent Celebrity Tequila tasting celebrating Cinco de Mayo. Thanks to all
who attended each of these events!
Keller Williams Premiere Properties celebrated their Red Day of service on May
13 by dropping off 2,200 pounds of food collected at realtor Open Houses as well as
more than $6,000 in personal and business donations.

Today’s newsletter was brought to you by staffers and board members:
Laura Glaza, Kathy Holz, Katheryn Meagher and Terri Venzon

If someone forwarded this newsletter to you and you would like to sign up to receive
updates from the Pantry regularly, we invite you to subscribe on our website.

The Glen Ellyn Food Pantry is a non-profit ecumenical endeavor of 14 Glen Ellyn churches that collaborate with
the community by "making hunger history" in the central DuPage area.

Addison | Bloomingdale | Carol Stream | Glen Ellyn | Glendale Heights | Lisle
Lombard | Villa Park | Warrenville | West Chicago | Wheaton | Winfield

Glen Ellyn Food Pantry
493 Forest Ave. Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

630.469.8668 | www.glenellynfoodpantry.org

Connect with us:
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